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For One Minute Sculptures, I ask people to give up their free will and to follow me, and to realize something
according my instructions – it is about doing something on certain conditions.

Erwin Wurm. Spaceship to venus, 2016. Instruction drawing, Aalto Tank lounge chair, model 37, and realized by
public, 28.5 x 29.5 x 36 inches (sculpture), 72.4 x 74.9 x 91.4 cm, 3.94 x 51.18 x 78.74 inches (pedestal), 10 x 130
x 200 cm. Courtesy the artist and Lehmann Maupin, New York and Hong Kong. Photo: Eva Wuerdinger

You are also presenting new sculptural works in cast bronze and mixed media.

Yes; it is a mixture of ‘melting’ houses, including a ‘melting’ Flatiron building. It is interesting to bring them
together because they all relate, in a way, to the same moment – to the method we apply to realize One Minute
Sculptures: the idea of instructing someone, to be instructed by someone, or to follow an invitation to realize the
piece.

At the Venice Biennale, I will have the same concept, but even more stretched out.
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Erwin Wurm. Organization of Love, 2016. Instruction drawing, Robsjohn-Gibbings ottoman, and realized by
public. 17.5 x 26.5 x 26.5 inches (sculpture), 44.5 x 67.3 x 67.3 cm, 31.5 x 19.69 x 19.69 inches (pedestal), 80 x 50
x 50 cm. Courtesy the artist and Lehmann Maupin, New York and Hong Kong. Photo: Eva Wuerdinger

Has anything changed over these 20 years – if you the compare the point in time when you started creating
the One Minute Sculptures and nowadays?

There is a big difference. In the beginning, I asked the public to take a Polaroid photo when they did a One Minute
Sculpture, and then I would sign it. So it also became a work about authorship – they would do something
according to my instructions, i.e., they would do the piece, and then I would authorize it as one of my pieces
through the act of signing the picture. Now, everybody can take a selfie with a mobile phone and put it on the
Internet immediately, so the social aspect is much more involved. And it is so much about the people of this
generation, who are a kind of self-paparazzi, watching themselves constantly.
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Erwin Wurm. Flat Iron, 2016. Bronze cast and patina, 66.93 x 23.62 x 43.31 inches, 170 x 60 x 110 cm. Courtesy
the artist and Lehmann Maupin, New York and Hong Kong. Photo: Eva Wuerdinger
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